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Advent is a time of preparation - a time of quiet & reflective introspection & expectation.  The word “Advent”, derived from Ltn adventus, means “Coming” - on the church calendar, the beginning of the New Year.  The Bible offers us a view of life & history not as endlessly repeating cycles (Eastern religions & secular cultures), but as a linear unfolding with a definite Beginning moving to a final Ending.  
Ancient philosophers (Aristotle) & scientists until the ~1920’s, dismissed the Biblical view as primitive mythology in conflict with their notion of an eternal & infinite universe.  But in 1927, a Belgian RC priest, George Lemaître confirmed the Biblical view, based on Hubble’s Red shift which implied a definite beginning in time & space with a finite expanding universe - the Big Bang theory.  Once again, the Biblical worldview was vindicated.
Advent is also known as Winter Lent, marked by penitential purple, as we omit extra Alleluias & the Gloria in Excelsis - until Christmas Eve (closing acclamation).  The linear view of human history is a movement toward its climax in the Coming of a Savior/Messiah, promised by generations of prophets.  The 1st Advent candle is called the Prophecy Candle to remind us of these prophetic promises - >300 details of the Messiah’s Coming.  Frequently, we think of these prophecies, beginning with Gn 3:15 (Proto Evangelium), where Christ the “seed of the woman” - (not “seed of man”) defeats the seed of the Serpent.  

With unfolding history, the prophets brought Messiah’s life & mission into ever sharper focus.  He would be a descendant of Abm, Isaac, Jacob, from the tribe of Judah.  He would be born in B’hem to a virgin, anointed as the Son of God at His Baptism.  A type of Elijah would be His forerunner & miraculous signs would attest to His divinity.  On PlmS, He would reveal Himself as the promised Messiah to the acclamation of the people, riding into J’lem on a donkey (today’s Gospel).  Like Joseph, son of Jacob, the Messiah would be betrayed, sold for pieces of silver.  He would be scourged, mocked & crucified.  His hands, feet, & side would be pierced, even as He prayed for His enemies, & finally forsaken by God & buried.  This is the Suffering Servant prophecy, the Meshiach ben-Yosef (son of Joseph).  But in God’s perfect time, the Messiah, like Joseph, would be restored & exalted.  
On PalmS (Ad-1 Gospel), Jesus was hailed as Meshiach ben-David, the glorious conqueror who would rule from Dvd’s throne.  That prophecy is yet future.  But the fulfillment of Prophecies at Christ’s 1st Coming, are our assurance that prophecies, still unfulfilled, will come to pass in every detail.

On this Advent-1, I want to examine the earliest prophecy of the Messiah in the 1st verse of the Bible.  Genesis 1:1 is a familiar verse that doesn’t sound like much of a prophecy - “In the beginning God created the heaven & the earth”.  But in the Hebrew original there is much more, features that don’t easily translate.  I am not a Hebrew expert, but we can draw on centuries of insights from Torah scholars / mystics, who consider the Torah the very “foundation of the world”.
In Hebrew, Gn 1:1 constitutes 7 words - “Be’Ræsheet / Bara / Elohim / Aleph-Tav / ha-Shammayim / ve-Aleph-Tav / ha-Eretz.  The 1st word, Be’Ræsheet is generally translated as “in the beginning”.
Bara means the creation of something New, not just a reconfiguration of pre-existing material.  Elohim is the plural of Majesty of the singular Eloha (total so far = 3 words).  The 4th word is untranslated, normally used to emphasize a direct object, here Elohim.  The 5th word is the Heaven, ha-Shammayim, then a vav linked to the same untranslated 2-letter Aleph-Tav.  The 7th word is the earth - ha-Eretz.  
The 1st letter of the Hebrew, Greek, & Roman alphabet is Aleph/Alpha/A.  The 2nd is Bet/Beta/B.  Detail 1.  The mystics wondered why God would begin the Torah with a Bet rather than Aleph.  Moreover, the "Bet" in every Torah scroll is at least twice the size of the other letters.  They suggested that the Bet signaled a special blessing (Hebrew beracha), but found a better key in the number equivalent of the letter.   

Hebrew & Greek uses the same symbols for letters & numbers, unlike the Roman system.   Bet=2 perhaps revealed God’s binary creation plan.  2 worlds (present, to prepare for that to come), 2 spheres - heaven & earth, spiritual & material realm, 2 tablets of the Law (golden calf sermon), 2 Comings of Christ, 2 births - physical & spiritual re-birth, 2 Kingdoms light & dark, etc.

Bet in Be’Ræsheet is a conjunction to the noun Ræsheet, meaning “in, on account of, through, for”.  The word Ræsheet, can mean “head of, 1st of, “chief of,” “start of” or “beginning of.”  Detail 2.  Be’Ræsheet then doesn’t mean “in the beginning”, but rather “in-beginning-of_” - (translators add an article for smoothing).  The 1st word seems linguistically incorrect.  IF the intention was to say “at the beginning” or “at first,” the Hebrew would be bari-shonah.  That construction would define what began was Creation.  But that is not the case.  

The phrase “in-beginning-of_” (of What?) we have a hint at something else happening when creation began.  What could that be?  To get some insight, the scholars used the alternative conjunction “Through”.  Then Gn1:1 becomes “Through the 1st, God created the heaven & the earth”.  Who is the 1st?  
Colossinas1:15-18   “[Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the 1st-born of all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven & on earth, visible & invisible [binary again].  18He is the beginning, the 1st born from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.   Be’Ræsheet may be a prophecy of Christ as Creator.  
The medieval scholar Rashi suggested using yet another conjunction, not “In”, “Through”, but “FOR”.  He understood the phrase “For beginning of_” to imply that With creation, God also began something Extra, distinct from Creation, to reveal His purpose & intent for His work of creation.  We know that God is entirely self-sufficient.  But with creation He intended to extend Himself - to make creatures in His own image, capable of loving Him back as He loves His creation.  He extends His community of love to human souls.  For that reason He commands us to “love God with all our being & our neighbor as ourselves” Sm’ry of the Law, 
Detail 3.  The 2nd word - Bara - spells in 3 Hebrew letters Bet, Resh, Aleph.  
Rabbi Sobel (messianic Jew, 2021: Mysteries of the Messiah) suggests these 3 letters as the signature of the HT - Ben, the Son, Resh, the Ruach, HS, Aleph - Av/Abba, Father.  In the Creation process the plural Elohim shared the work - the Father Decreed & Commissioned.  The Son Designed & Oversaw.  The HS worked the Construction.
Detail 4.  The 4th & 6th word of Gn 1:1 are 2 untranslated letter symbols, Aleph-Tav.  They form the 1st & last letters in the Hebrew alphabet.  Jesus said “I am Alpha & Omega, the beginning & the ending, which is, & was, & is to come, the Almighty” - Rev1:8, 11; 21:6, 13.   But Jesus would have spoken in Hebrew, when it becomes  “I am the Aleph &Tav”.  St John’s Gospel tells us that “In the beginning was the Word, & the Word was with God, & the Word was God” - Jn1:1 - That Word is the  Aleph &Tav.

Rabbi Sobel also observed that the 1st & the last letter of the entire Bible is Bet & Nun.  Rev 22:21 ends with AmeN.  These 2 letters spell BeN in Hebrew- the Son - the Scripture is all about Him.  The un-translated Aleph-Tav points to Christ.   Word 6 joins the vav (“And”) with the Aleph &Tav because the link between heaven & earth, broken in the Fall, is restored by the Christ at His 2nd appearance.
Detail 5.  Finally, Torah mystics delve into the number patterns of Gen 1:1, where they detect again the divine signature, particularly through the number 7, representing completion, perfection.  They note 7 words in the sentence, 28 letters = 4x7, etc, etc.  But biblical numerology requires the use of the Hebrew record, limited to us.  But even w/o that revelation, we know all we need from Gen 1:1.  

God created the universe with a beginning & ending as the joint work of the Holy Trinity.  With His Creation, He  extended Himself in love beyond the divine Trinity to create human souls capable of loving Him back & extending themselves in love to others.  The Messiah will come for a 2nd time to restore the link between heaven & earth to set up His Kingdom of everlasting love, light, bliss, & joy.  

This is the promise in our OT Lesson when false trust in wealth & military power, & idol worship will be extirpated & only the Lord will be exalted.   
St Paul in the Epistle exhorts us to redeem the time to love one another for “the night is far spent & the day is at hand”.  Now is time “to cast off the works of darkness & to put on the armor of light”   Or as the hymn writer, Paul Gerhardt wrote in v4, Sermon Hymn, “Thy God in His great Mercy, will save thee, hold thee fast, & in His own time grant thee The sun of joy at last.  AMEN.  
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