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The OT Lesson: Proverbs 1:1-9, 20-33; Psalm 119:33-40; The NT Lesson:  St Matthew 7:15-27.
God’s love is expressed in His Provision for all of our needs - if & when we turn to Him.  And yet, we often think His provisions are inadequate.  We want to fight our own battles, we have our own goals.  

St James, in the 4th chapter of his Epistle, probes the issue with the question “What causes quarrels & fights among you?  Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you?” 2.  You desire & do not have, so you murder.  You covet & cannot obtain, so you fight & quarrel.  You do not have, because you do not ask.  3 You ask & do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.”
Our Wants are at war with our Needs & we can’t see the difference for lack of Wisdom - sanctified Wisdom, the key to fruitful & abundant life in Christ.
And so we pray in the Collect that God & His Wisdom might keep us from “all hurtful things” & give us “those things which are profitable for us - through Jesus Christ our Lord”.  Sanctified Wisdom is our theme today, as it was back in Lent-3 - then in the context of spiritual opposition while we reflected on Jesus’ Kdm parables (mustard tree & leaven).  Today, we pray for Wisdom as a means for appropriating God’s provisions - with contentment & gratitude, knowing that He is in control, even when He seems absent.  His provisions are fully sufficient for us, because He alone is the Way, the Truth, & the Life - as we sang in the sermon hymn.  In Wisdom we know that the more we embark on His Way, the more we come to know His Truth, the more we find His Life, so that we might bring Life to others.

The Old Testament lesson is the opening of Solomon’s Wisdom from the book of Proverbs.  He tells us that the wise person will listen to others - v5 - & seek out wise counsel to understand proverbs, their interpretation, & even the “dark sayings” of the wise - v6.  In all this - v7 - the “fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge”.  Awe & respect of God & His Word are the key to sanctified Wisdom.

In contrast, “fools despise wisdom & instruction”.  Fools are averse to having their convictions, their “truth” probed & tested.  They set up a fence, insisting that “your truth is not my truth”, demanding that truth is relative.  Of course, there are different Perspectives on Truth, but Truth itself is Absolute - independent of time & culture.  But major divisions about the concept of Truth appear between 2 groups of people:  1.  those who believe that God is the source of ethical standards & all truth, & 2.  those who make up their own rules about truth & morality, passing through life for maximal material benefit.  Perspective on truth & ethics, however, are more than private choices - they determine life & death issues - both personal & communal.
Everybody sees the world either from the perspective of God & His Word, or through the lens of the “divine Self”, the Idol of Self - which is form of practical Atheism.  Atheism, in the last few yrs has gained new attention by its open hostility to the Judeo-Christian worldview.  One of the most widely recognized self-proclaimed atheist is Richard Dawkins, retired Prof at Oxford U in Evolutionary Biology, & author of “The God Delusion” (2006).  His goal is to give atheism respectability through his work as an intellectual pioneer.  He wants everybody to be an atheist & he wrote:  “I have found an amusing strategy, when asked whether I am an atheist, to point out that the questioner is also an atheist when considering Zeus, Apollo, Mithras, Baal, Thor, the Golden Calf, & the Flying Spaghetti Monster.   I just go one god further.”
Of course, this 1 god further is the God of the Bible whom he hates with a passion.  He writes: “The God of the OT is arguably the most unpleasant character in all Fiction:  “Jealous & proud of it;  a petty, unjust, unforgiving Control-freak;  a vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic Cleanser; a mysogynistic, homophobic, racist, infanticidal, genocidal, megalomaniacal, capriciously malevolent Bully.”
This litany of blasphemy was too much even for fellow atheist author, John Gray, who in his new book “Seven types of atheism”’ denies Dawkins the right to call himself an atheist.  To him, Dawkins is so consumed with hatred for Christianity, that his Non-belief morphs into Anti-Faith - Religious zeal in blaspheming God - in Solomon’s words, “despising wisdom & instruction”.  Like other blasphemers, Dawkins claims to uphold truth through sanctified Science - science, actually Scientism as his religion.  isms often represent a distorted & overblown versions of the underlying concept or belief (Humanism, Socialism).  But the Scientism of Dawkins was also challenged by David Berlinski, an American author, intellectual, & academic.  

In his 2008 book “The Devil’s Delusion: Atheism & its Scientific Pretensions”, Berlinski labeled Dawkins a “windbag”, promoting “alchemical explanation for biology”.  To him Dawkins’ theory of Naturalistic Evolution (random variation with natural selection) is no more  than a vacuous “secular myth” based on anecdotes rather than scientific theories, with none of the rigorous features common to theories in physics.
Berlinski welcomes major scientific accomplishment beginning with Newtonian mechanics in the 18th century, then Maxwell’s electromagnetic theories, 20th century theories of Special & General Relativity, Unified Field theory (fundamental forces & elementary particles), & Quantum Mechanics, plus major medical advances.  
Yet, these achievements are all isolated from each other.  They present “a tantalizingly Inconsistent scheme of nature”.  Moreover, these “splendid artifacts of human imagination have made the world more mysterious than it ever was”.  They demonstrate how much we don’t know & cannot grasp, such as  1.  the origin of the universe & Why it is there, 2.  the beginning of life, 3.  the operations of the human mind & the nature of Consciousness & 4.  the Moral Universe.  “Answers from prominent scientific Figures are remarkable in their shallowness”, he writes, especially when they attribute existence to a mere “cosmic accident”.  “The more sophisticated the theories, the more inadequate they are”, Berlinski writes.  “They have enlarged, not diminished our sense of the sublime.  
Scientific theories cannot even touch the mysteries that religious traditions address.  Science has nothing valuable to say about life, death, love, & existential meaning.  
In contrast, the Judeo-Christian tradition is a coherent system of belief, a body of thought wholly adequate to the complexity of human experience - imagine all this from an Jewish agnostic philosopher !  Sarcastically Berlinski concludes that “People will believe anything if you give them enough education”.

You see, the lack of Faith makes fools out of the brightest people - Psalms 14 & 53, “The fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God.’ They are corrupt, doing abominable iniquity; there is none who does good.”  False teachers, corrupt, often practice a life of low moral standards - Practice & Faith linked in life & death.

In the 2nd lesson, Jesus warns against false prophets in sheep’s clothing to disguise their ravening nature.  They may look harmless & benevolent, but their nature is to tear, injure, wound & kill human souls.  Unfortunately False prophets appear not only in the form of atheists, like Richard Dawkins.  They also inhabit churches using sanctuary language - v22 - “Lord, Lord, we prophesied in your name, we have done wonderful works in your name, including exorcism of devils”.  But Jesus identified them by the “fruit of their work”.  They claim “wonderful works” - v22 - but they are “works of iniquity”, works of evil & lawlessness - v23.
The fact is that wherever true discipleship is taught, false prophets also appear.  They seek popular approval advocating the wide gate & the easy way to heaven.  They water down the Gospel truth until - to quote Charles H Spurgeon - “there isn’t enough left to make soup for a sick grasshopper” - they prey on the immature, the unstable, & the gullible.  That’s why All Christians are responsible to discern truth from falsehood, lest they become deceived by false prophets & their lawless deeds. 

False prophets promote their own ideas of “fairness” & “justice”, even when these conflict with God’s commands in the Bible.  They cause chaos & divisions over issues ranging from human sexuality, to ecclesiology, even while they take Christian brethren to court over property & material control.  Evil actions, “work of iniquity”, grow out of false prophecy.  
But Houses built by fools on shifting sand near the beach will not stand in the storm, Jesus said in v26.  Only houses built on the Rock of God’s truth will come through the storm - v24-25.  And those who hear Christ’s teachings & fail to act on them will come for a “great fall” - v27.

In John 7:16-17, Jesus explained that Doing God’s will 1st, leads then to full knowledge of God’s will.  The principle is Doing before Understanding.  For this reason, false prophets in their followers, as workers of iniquity, live in self-deception, unable to access God’s Wisdom & Truth.  The stakes couldn’t be higher - this is a matter of life & death - eternally.  And so, we pray in the word of v4 of the Sermon Hymn “Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life:  Grant us that way to know,  That truth to keep, that life to win, Whose joys eternal flow”.  AMEN.)
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