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The OT Lesson: Jeremiah 23:23-32; Psalm 49; The Epistle: 1 John 4:7-21; The Gospel:  St Luke 16:19-31.
God’s love is the foundation work of the Holy Trinity - 3 persons living & working in perfect unity & harmony.  Their overflow of love brings human souls into this community of love - all those who respond to God’s free invitation to come to Him in faith.  We are created in God’s image - & thus endowed with the potential for the same love to serve one another.
In the Epistle, St John encourages us “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, & whoever loves, has been born of God, & knows God.”  In the “green” season, we pray for growth in this love, sacrificial Agape love from the Holy Trinity - that turns loveless sinners into lovely saints, because “as He is, so are we to be in this world” - Epistle.  

Now, after the fall in the Garden of Eden Agape love doesn’t come naturally to people.  It needs cultivation & care.  Love is voluntary & cannot be compelled.  A robot cannot love because it cannot volunteer anything - it has no choice.  All its actions are programmed.  But God did not create us as robots.  We have a measure of free will to accept or reject God’s invitation of love.  
The sad fact is that many invited into God’s community of love have little interest in growing beyond their narrow self-centered love.  They want to be in control, with little regard for others.  They are captive to their own sinful nature.  But through Baptism, God enables us to choose good over evil, to love Him & to obey His cmts.  “We love Him, because He 1st loved us”, John tells us.  And when we come to love God, we become God’s children - by adoption.  But those who reject God’s invitation, may be loved as God’s creatures, but not as His children.

Some bishops in the church would say otherwise - that all people are God’s children (Bp Michael Curry & Abp Tutu - Christianity-light).

But we, in the Collect today, acknowledge the weakness of our mortal nature.  We are unable to do “any good thing” w/o God’s help.  That’s the human condition preached by Jesus.  And so, we pray for God’s Grace to live within God’s cmts, to please & love Him.  
How do we love Him?  “If ye love me, keep my cmts” - Jesus said in John 14:15.  This kind of Agape love doesn’t require fuzzy feelings & charismatic impulses - this love is simple obedience & true worship of the Holy Trinity.
This Simple Truth is a primary target of the enemy.  False prophets of Israel - & those of our own time - tell us that God loves everybody equally, that He takes us as we are, & loves us as we are - no need to change.  This is a popular half-truth:  Yes, God loves all & invites them into His Kdm.  But He loves them Too Much to leave them as they are.  He wants all to come in faith & repentance, & then to grow into Agape love.
The OT lesson is God’s rebuke of false prophets, those who claim that you can access your own “divinity” through dreams - God’s new & personal revelations superseding God’s Word in Holy Scripture.  In our time, false prophets uphold Carl Jung (1875-1960), disciple of Sigmund Freud, who believed that dreams are the key for relating to the unconscious self - the “sacred psychic whole”.  Neither Freud, nor Jung believed in God, revealed in the Bible.
Such prophets, God declared, utter words that are as chaff is to wheat - v28.  In contrast, God’s Word is like Fire (judgment) or like a hammer that breaks rocks into pieces.  The dreams of false prophets only reveal the “deceit of their own hearts” – verse 26 - as they entice God’s people to “forget His Name”.  

Preachers of Christianity-light  often indulge in more “psycho-babble” than in God’s holy Name & His Word.  Bp Michael Curry called 8x for his audience to “imagine” - the impact of his social gospel (13 min with an approved 4min limit).  That was a dream - a dream that all the world’s problems would be solved through love - not God’s love, but human love.  
The evangelical camp also has its dreamers.  The BBC reported that Jesse Duplantis (New Orleans televangelist) claimed God commanded he buy a new $54 Million airplane, a 4th plane in his fleet.  “If the Lord Jesus Christ was physically on the earth today, he wouldn’t be riding a donkey.  He’d be in an airplane flying all over the world.”  Commercial flight to him is like “getting in a long tube with a bunch of demons”.  That sounds like a  “deceit of his own heart”.  
But God said in verse 32 “Behold I am against them that prophecy false dreams & cause my people to err by their lies & by their lightness.  They shall not profit this people at all”.  God’s stern warning issues from Agape love.

Jeremiah lodged 3 charges against false prophets of Israel 1.  they themselves were immoral, 2.  did not know God,  & 3.  preached that God would never desert Israel, never discipline His people when they strayed - because He loved them so much.  Many modern churches could be charged equally.

In the Gospel, Jesus warned against falsely understanding God’s love & His will.  Never assume that God winks at sin because He is just love, love, love.  I heard 1 ordained person declare:  “don’t worry about life after death.  Everybody will go to heaven - that’s God’s love.”  But today’s Gospel story teaches otherwise through the poor man Lazarus, & the rich man (Latin - Dives).
Lazarus didn’t go to heaven because he was poor.  Likewise, Dives didn’t go to hell because he was rich.  Instead, God’s love granted each one their own heart’s desire - to be in the company of heaven (Lazarus), or to be in the pains of friendless solitude (Dives).

 “Lazarus”, is a derivative of Eleazar, “God helps” - he represents all who accept & welcome God’s help.  Jesus tells us nothing about good/ evil deeds committed by these 2 men.  Instead, Jesus tells that the rich man was luxuriously dressed, indulged in every comfort, all this by himself, attended only by servants.  But Lazarus, hungry & sick, was companionable & sociable, if only with dogs who gently licked his sores.

Both men died - verse 22 - Lazarus taken from the company of dogs by a to the company of angels into Paradise at Abraham’s side.  “The rich man also died & was buried”.  Lazarus was not buried but taken into the community of heaven.

The rich man was buried, but not carried by angels - perhaps he just dropped down into Hades (Greek, grave, realm of the dead) - all alone.  Jesus called this the place of “torment” where Dives realized his separation from Lazarus & Abraham.  And yet, he didn’t pray to move there.  As in life, others were just to serve his needs, including Lazarus - to cool his tongue with a drop of water.

The “torment in the flame” speaks of God’s judgment & justice - not for being rich or poor, but for the lack of love to Lazarus.  The 2 realities of Paradise & Hades are irreconcilable & incompatible.  They are separated by a “fixed chasm”, Fr Abraham explained.  God’s love kept Lazarus & Dives apart because goodness & evil cannot coexist in eternity.

CS Lewis said that the eternally lost always prefer their own will over God’s will.  They favor solitary confinement to the company of saints & angels.  The eternally lost are ultimately successful in their rebellion against God.  But God’s love will not force anyone to share life in heaven against their will.  The doors of hell are locked from the inside - as it were - long before hell’s gates are locked from the outside.  The unrepentant rich man could not repent - he couldn’t pray for God’s love to change him & to fit him for paradise.  It was too late.
Instead, he railed against God.  He protested the world God had created - the world he had always hated & rejected.  He knew his brothers were headed the same way.  And then, he blamed God for not scaring them into heaven through a spooky ghost.  Surely,  a ghost, rising from the dead would frighten them into heaven, he contended.  

But Abraham explained that if God forced souls into heaven by fright or coercion, - heaven couldn’t be a place of love because love in Heaven is freely offered & received, a place of harmony, service, & fellowship.  No one will be kept out of heaven against their will. 
But Hell is for those who reject God’s love on earth & in heaven.  This is the essential truth that we need to know about heaven & hell.  We embrace this truth in the sure confidence of our Rssn to life eternal through the love & sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ.  All who want to be in heaven through Faith in Christ will be there in the company of loved ones - family, friends, angels, & saints - perhaps even Lazarus’ dogs.  

From an eternal perspective, it is always better to beg for Bread in this life, than to beg for a drop of Water in the life-to-come.  And so, we close with the petition from the Sermon Hymn - “Son of God, eternal savior, Source of life & truth & grace, 
Thou our head , who, throned in glory,  For thine own dost ever plead, 
Fill us with thy Love & pity, Heal our wrongs, & help our need”.  AMEN.  
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