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The OT Lesson: Proverbs 4:7-18; Psalm 119:105-120; The Epistle: Ephesians 5:1-14; The Gospel:  St Matthew 13:31-52.
Lent is the confrontation with spiritual opposition.  We are not left helpless in this contest - the Lord’s Wisdom mediates discernment of  the enemy’s strategy of deception & temptation.  As our Lord was led by the HS to be tempted, so we will be.  Jesus used the Sword of the Spirit, God’s Word in the Bible, & so must we.  Jesus used Holy Scripture to parry & deflect every thrust of the adversary - guided by Divine Wisdom, the “lantern unto my feet, the light unto my paths” Ps 119:105 & Sermon Hymn.

What Is Wisdom?  It is our guiding light - not mere knowledge or intelligence.  Many people are highly intelligent - they pride themselves of their expertise & learning.  And yet, they lack common sense & the wisdom to look on life from God’s perspective, including their own accountability before God, the giver & source of all intelligence, talents, & “every good gift”.  Intelligence without  wisdom is dangerous.  The devil is very crafty & intelligent.  We cannot stand against him in our own strength.  But he  cannot measure up against Divine Wisdom.  And that Wisdom draws us closer to God whenever we come under attack.  In the Collect we pray “stretch forth the right hand of thy Majesty, to be our defense against all our enemies”.  The psalmist pleaded, v107, “I am troubled above measure: Quicken me, O Lord, according to thy Word” because - v110, “The ungodly have laid snares for me.  and yet I swerved not from thy commandments”.

Wisdom is to know that God is in control, even when He seems absent.  It is better to be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness” - Ps 84:10 - keep in mind the only One who counts in the end.  Wisdom knows that Pain & Suffering may last for a season, but we remain in God’s love, whether we feel it, or not.

Why does God tarry & give so much leeway to evil?  We may not understand now, but we remain confident that God uses everything - even evil - to His good purposes.  Evil & suffering can serve God’s purpose to train & mature His people & to teach them to love Him regardless of the circumstances.  Wisdom then is to choose rIght over Wrong - not out of fear, but out of love for God.  
This is St Paul’s message to the Ephesians - “walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, & has given himself for us an offering & a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savor.”  “Wisdom is the principal thing” King Salomon tells us.  “Get wisdom & with all your getting get understanding” -v7 - our guide through life.  Jesus said, Jn 6:63, “The words I have spoken to you  are spirit & are Life”  Wisdom teaches that God’s commandments are not burdensome.  He doesn’t withhold anything from us that is truly good & enjoyable.  His commandments are for our benefit - to shield us from harm - to keep us walking in the light & to shun the shameful & unfruitful works of darkness - Epistle.  AS, St Paul concludes with a call to Wisdom - “Awake thou that sleepest, & arise from the dead, & Christ shall give thee light.”
Now, the Gospel explains the world today through Christ’s Wisdom.  This is the Mystery Kingdom of heaven.  Between Christ’s 1st Coming & His return we have a mystery - the King’s simultaneous presence & absence.  He is in heaven at the right hand of the Father in His glorified Body.  And yet, He is also on earth through His Body - the Church.  The mystery Kingdom was inaugurated at the Incarnation.  When He returns He will re-claim full possession of His entire realm.  Until that time, the usurper, the devil, controls the earth, knowing that his time is limited for snagging as many souls as possible. 

Jesus delineated the nature of God’s mystery Kingdom to the disciples via 7 Kingdom parables - both concealing & revealing God’s truth.  Curious bystanders would not understand.  But in v36, He sent the multitudes away & “went into the house” to speak only to His own.  He explained the Parable of the seed & sower, & the tares & wheat to the curious disciples.  Jesus is the sower & the field is the World - Not the Church.  
The types of soil represent the human condition/heart.  The enemy sows weeds among the good seed.  AS, the Ps contrast the real & imitation; the genuine & counterfeit, the good vs evil, the real Body of Christ, & false religion.  These co-exist Until the end of the age - v 39 - the time of the harvest.  Then angels separate the good & evil & burn the weeds/tares - “all things that offend, & them which do iniquity”- v41.  Then “the righteous shine forth as the sun in their Father’s Kingdom” - v42 - & all evil will be purged.
And then, Jesus narrated 5 more Parables, some only 1-2 verses, expecting His disciples to interpret them by the principle of Expositional Constancy,  v31&32 is the mustard seed parable no 3.  This seed is “the least of all seeds”, but becomes the greatest among herbs, a tree.  Birds of the air come & lodge in its branches”.  

This Parable would astound listener - a lowly mustard becoming a tree?  The least of herbs, useful only for a spice or condiment, not nutritious like wheat for bread, becoming a roost for birds - symbols of  the devil’s agents (snatch seed from hard soil).  This mustard tree tells us that not all growth in God’s mystery Kingdom is good.  In fact, this unnatural growth hosts evil spirits.

Some think the mustard tree represents the Church.  But if it does, this unholy church promotes evil.  The mystery Kingdom includes the growth of evil - both in the world, & in the Church.  Jesus warned against idolizing growth - especially when that growth attracts the devil’s agents.

Parable no 4 likewise should amaze listeners.  Here, a woman Secretly mixes leaven into 3 measures of Meal - traditional fellowship meal (Abraham & Sarah feeding 3 angelic visitors heading for Sodom - Gn 18:6).  Secrecy is always in opposition to revealed truth of God’s Word.  Leaven/yeast is a Biblical symbol of Sin - 1Co5:7, “Christ our Pssvr is sacrificed for us: 8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with Old Leaven, the Leaven of malice & wickedness; but with the Unleavened bread of sincerity & truth” (unleavened Communion bread).  This woman hid the “old leaven of malice & wickedness” in her fellowship offering until the whole lump was leavened.  

Leaven & sin are invasive.  They permeate godly fellowship with false doctrine & works of darkness.  Leavened bread tastes good - as does sin, but then Mold takes over & spoils the whole meal (symbolism of matzos).   
The mystery Kingdom is the war of light vs darkness - parable no 3 & 4.  But then the good news.  Opposed to the work of darkness is the saving work of the Messiah, parable no 5 & 6.

A treasure, hidden in a field, is discovered by a man  - v 44.  He covers it up & joyfully goes to sell all He has to buy the whole field.  Jesus is the man.  The field is the world, & the treasure -?- the faithful remnant of Israel (“peculiar treasure” Ex 19:5, Ps 135:4).  The Messiah found & visited His people.  & then He “hid” them among the nations on earth in the Diaspora.  Joyfully, He gave up His divine rights,  to buy the whole world with His blood on the cross.

Some think that the man represents Us.   We find Jesus as our treasure & buy Him.  But this makes no sense theologically.  God always finds us 1st.  We don’t hide Jesus.  We must confess Him as Lord & Savior.  In our spiritual poverty, we have nothing to purchase a treasure.  Only 1 understanding can be right - Jesus purchasing the world for His treasure.
Parable no 6 is the pearl of great price.  Pearls are from non-kosher oysters.  Pearls form around sand that irritates the oyster’s flesh in the shell, symbolizing Gentile disciples & martyrs who suffer persecution & afflictions for their Lord’s sake.  Their “suffering” becomes a beautiful gem that is sought by the pearl merchant, Jesus, who gives up His life to acquire this Pearl of Gt Price.  
Finally, God’s Kingdom includes the promise of separating the good & evil - the dragnet parable no 7.  All kinds of fishes are brought in, sorted & separated.  Likewise, in the end times, God’s angels will separate believers & unbelievers, the righteous & evil - for either reward, or punishment.  

When Jesus finished, He asked - v51 “have ye understood all these things?”  They answered “Yea, Lord”.  Did they?  The parables remain controversial in churches, among clergy - check commentaries !  Would that the disciples had shown more humility.   But then Jesus intended Parables to both conceal & reveal God’s truth.  The mystery Kingdom remains the battle field between forces of light & darkness - those who hear & keep God’s Word, & those who scorn or reject it.

And so, we pray, Sermon Hymn, v5 - “Lord, grant us all a-right to learn  
The wisdom this imparts;  And to its heavn’ly teaching turn, 
With simple, childlike hearts”  AMEN.  (1,550w)
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